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v long Island -C'ommlinity ~Fdlin~dation'-~~Wards$20,OClO,
to Provide~f'Ldng':~le'fm~iCarE;Planning :forliVet~rans--

The Association for Mental Health .and needr for long term supports," said Michael
Wellness (Ml:fAW)announced the awarding Stoltz, LCSW, CEO of MHAW, "The work
of$20,000 from the-Long IslandCommunity we will do in this grant will help Veterans to
Foundation for the purpose Jof attending -to emotionallyprepare for a successfultransition
the unique physicaland mental health issues to resources that address their specificoverall
of older Veterans, Funding will assist aging care needs,
Veterans, living in Suffolk' ~ounty ynited ,"The COVID-19, pandemic continues to
Veterans perma,nent ,s~ppom:ve~ousmg aIlcl dGproportionately affect the seni~r Veteran
thos:, Vet~rans identified: as atnsk through population due to their complex health
the ,Josep~p, Dwyer ~eterans Peer Support an:d mental health care issues," says David
" ProJ~c~with co-morbid me~tal health and Okorn, ExecutiveDirector of the Long Island
physlcall,health problems:}t will help c?nnect Community Foundation, "Hiring additional
them with long term supports that will help staff will enable MHAW to connect at-risk
pr~~are them for a successfultransition from 'senior Veterans in Suffolk County to critical
independent living to,anttcceptance of added long-term services."
supports that may include home care .and " "
personal-assistance, assistedliving, or nursing SUffolk County United Veterans, a.
home placement. project of the,Association for Mental Health
"Th" 'II bili id hand Wellness, operates seven permanent

ISgrant ~l st~. 1 lZ,ean Improve t e supportive housing sites for formerly
health of 23. high-risk ~eterans from our homeless Veterans. Of these residents, many
seven permanentsupportrve, houses as well are older Veterans that have 'been living in
as t~eJoser;; P.Dwyer Ve~e~ahsPeert~p~~, our housing for over five years, their bodies
ProJ~ct w 0 prese,nt w~t menta e~ t 'badlydamaged from years of abuseor neglect.
barners that n~?at~velyImpact ~ppr~pnate The ma'ority are over the age-of60.
levelof self-care, saidMarcelle Leis,DIrector. J
of Veteran Services for' MHAW" "We are 'Launched in 2012 as a pilot partnershi
honored to be ~electedto provide these vital between MHAW and the Suffolk Cou

_ services to these Veterans." \ Veterans Services Agency, the Joseph
"Eld I Y, 11 Dwyer Veterans Peer Support Project ta

er y -eterans, as we as younger a confidential, one-on-one, peer-to-pe
Veterans who may hav~ su~t~in/~dc?-mor~id approach that' has rapidly captured t
mental health and physicalnuunes, mcludmg attention and support ofVeterans and men-
Traumatic Brain Injuries, are at an increased' ,

health professionals statewide and nationally.
Named in honor an Iraq war veteran from
Mount Sinai, NY, the Dwyer Project. serves

Veterans facing reintegration challenges
including Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD)and Traumatic Brain Injury (TEl).
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